.1 [Benezet, Anthony] Temperance and alcohol abuse became a favorite theme for the nineteenthcentury pulpit, by ministers of many denominations. The Rutgers collection includes printed sermons given throughout New Jersey. Court cases also abounded, and these too are well documented in printed proceedings. These include criminal and civil trials related to the granting of licenses and to disorderly conduct and worse crimes due to drunkenness, illegal sale of liquor on the Sabbath, and other "indictable nuisances. " The New Jersey State Legislature, the governor, and various state-appointed commissions were not to be outdone; numerous laws and printed speeches and messages are available for research in the collection.
By the twentieth century, the printing presses slowed down their production of temperance-related publications, but with the coming of National Prohibition (1919) (1920) (1921) (1922) (1923) (1924) (1925) (1926) (1927) (1928) (1929) (1930) (1931) (1932) (1933) there was a new round of both proand anti-prohibition and temperance pamphlets, broadsides, and serials put out by organizations (both public and private) and individuals. Thus, every aspect of the topic, from the dawn of the American Revolution to the present, is covered in Special Collections and University Archives at Rutgers.
Manuscripts: Organizational Records
Manuscript materials include both the records of temperance organizations and the papers (especially diaries) of those involved in the movement, many of whom were women. The Florence Mission was founded in 1889 and was associated with the Woman's Christian Temperance Union; it promoted temperance, evangelism, the rehabilitation of "human derelicts, " nightly gospel meetings, and a Sabbath school. The collection (1889-1898) consists of accounts, a journal, an inventory of furnishings, historical notes, clippings, and correspondence, much of which is to Ellen S. Kilburn, the mission's general superintendent.
The records of the Young Men's Father Matthew Total Abstinence and Benevolent Society consist of a record book dated 1886-1910, which includes minutes, a membership list, financial accounts, and lists of officers, committees, sick members, and those who resigned.
The New Brunswick Total Abstinence Society's minute book of 1836 contains minutes of regular and executive committee meetings, a constitution, and a temperance pledge signed by eighteen society members.
The Sea Bright Band of Hope's records date from 1887-1891 and include minutes, membership dues accounts, and members' pledges of abstinence from the use of alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and profanity.
The The Bergen County records consist of minutes of executive committee meetings, monthly meetings, annual conventions, and spring institutes, 1896-1909 and 1924-1940 , accompanied by minutes of the monthly meetings, 1892-1908 and 1943-1948 , of the Hackensack WCTU.
The Mercer County records include minutes, 1892-1940, of executive board meetings, spring institutes, and annual conventions, accompanied by records of the Trenton No. 1 WCTU: a constitution and pledge book, 1876-ca. 1906; minutes, 1876-1896, 1901-1931, and 1941-1952, of 1908-1915 and 1923-1948; treasurer's accounts, 1897-1903 and 1936-1942; and scrapbooks of press clippings, 1930-1940 
Manuscripts: Personal Papers
In its manuscripts division, Special Collections and University Archives has many collections of the papers of individuals and families. Within these collections are diaries, correspondence, documents, and related materials. Temperance was on the minds of several of those represented, including in the diaries of Samuel Allinson, Alfred H. Buck, Stephen Sylvester Day, Lucia Grieve, Obadiah Howell Hazard, Harriette Smith Kidder, Sarah Coryell Shaw, Isaac Webster, and Abram Bergen Wyckoff.
Residing in Burlington and Yardville, Samuel Allinson was an esteemed Quaker philanthropist, active in temperance as well as in antislavery and prison-reform work. He is known as being the prime mover for the establishment of reform schools in New Jersey. Rutgers has his diary, which is particularly detailed for the period between 1824 and 1829.
The Trenton native Sarah Coryell Shaw's diary is from the perspective of a more modern period (1940) (1941) (1942) (1943) (1944) (1945) (1946) (1947) (1948) (1949) (1950) (1951) . It chronicles her church and temperance activities in the St. Paul Methodist Church and the Hillcrest chapter of the WCTU.
Isaac Webster lived in Plainfield and Franklin Township; he was in the wagon-and carriage-making trade and a farmer. His diary (1852-1856) contains references to his temperance activity as a member of the Sons of Temperance at Plainfield.
Abram Bergen Wyckoff kept diaries while a student at Woodbridge Hall (1850-1851) and later as an adult (1876-1879) in Mercer County. He was a member of the First Presbyterian Church in Hightstown and interested in temperance affairs.
The above collections represent only a small fraction of Special Collections and University Archives' manuscript holdings. Within its wealth of personal papers, diaries, and organizational records are likely to be numerous references to temperance and liquor. It is easier to spot references to temperance in diaries and journals than to find them in voluminous family correspondence. Thus, there are likely to be numerous collections of family papers with such references. As collections are further described and cataloged, information about them will be more readily available. However, between the holdings of the Alcohol History Collection at the Center of Alcohol Studies and those in Special Collections and University Archives, Rutgers University is clearly an important place for people interested in the topic to conduct research.
